Garden International School, Bangkok Issue 1: 23rd August 2024

GARDEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, BANGKOK

NEWSLETTER

S WELCOME TO
THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

Dear Parents, Students, and Staff,

As we embark on another exciting
school year at Garden, we are thrilled
to bring you the first edition of our
¥ school newsletter. This year promises
to be filled with inspiring
achievements, enriching experiences,
and opportunities for growth.

In each issue, you'll find highlights of our vibrant school community, updates on
upcoming events, and stories celebrating the unique talents and accomplishments
of our students and staff. Our goal is to keep you connected and informed,
fostering a strong sense of community and collaboration as we work together to
create a supportive and dynamic learning environment.

We hope you enjoy this special first edition where we will introduce our wonderful
teaching team as well as our new Core Garden Values. We look forward to sharing
many more moments of success and joy with you throughout the year.

With best wishes, Ms Georgina.




THE POWER OF SHARED VALUES:

EMBRACING OUR CORE VALUES AT
GARDEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, BANGKOK

EnguiRY

At Garden International School, Bangkok, we believe that shared values are the cornerstone of a
thriving, supportive, and cohesive learning environment. As we embark on a new academic year,
we are excited to introduce our core values: Respect, Integrity, Care, Enquiry, Resilience, and
Reflection. Each half term, we will focus on one of these values, embedding them deeply into
our school culture and community.

Why Shared Values Matter:

Shared values are more than just words; they are the guiding principles that shape our
behaviour, decisions, and interactions. When everyone in a community embraces the same core
values, it creates a unified sense of purpose and belonging. For our students, these values
provide a clear framework for understanding how to act with consideration and intention in their
daily lives. For our staff, they offer a common language to foster positive relationships and a
supportive learning environment.

Our Guiding Statements

Respect Enquiry
@ Always showing compassion, I Asking questions and exploring answers

consideration and understanding to others with an open mind.

Integrity Resilience
Being honest and doing the right thing, Persevering when times are tough,

even when no one is watching. staying strong and trying our best.

Care (ﬁ}} Reflection
Thinki bout ti d feeli
Always being kind and looking out for others. N et Pt sl L ety

to understand how we can improve.
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INTRODUCING OUR TEACHING
TEAM
FIRST SCHOOL
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FIRST SCHOOL CONTINUED

PRIMARY

Ms.Emma

Head of Primary
Originally from Scotland, UK, Ms Emma has been

involved in international education for the past 12
years, 10 of which in senior leadership roles in a
number of culturally diverse, prestigious
international schools. After 9 highly enjoyable and
rewarding years in China, she relocated with her
family to Thailand to work as Head of Primary at
Regent’s International School, Bangkok. She is
excited to bring her experiences and expertise to
Garden, supporting staff, students and parents.
She also holds a passion for travel, both within
Thailand as well as internationally. She is
honoured to have this opportunity to work
alongside the members of the Garden family and
looks forward to meeting you all in person.

Ms.sone

Y2A
Soné is an experienced educator originally from
South Africa, where she earned both her
qualifications—BA Drama and teaching
certification (PGCE). Her passion for education
has led her to Thailand, where she has lived and
worked for the past eight years. Soné’s
educational journey is deeply influenced by her
love for the arts, and she integrates her Drama
degree into her teaching. This creative approach
transforms her classroom into an inspiring space.
Soné is dedicated to fostering an environment
where every student can thrive, learn, and reach
their fullest potential, making her classroom a
place of growth and discovery.



PRIMARY CONTINUED

Mr.James
Y2B

As an outstanding practitioner Mr James care
deeply about individual student experiences. He
supports and encourage all students to develop
empathy and kindness for themselves and others,
to normalise their mistakes, become brave
inquirers, and to begin to open their own doors
to lifelong learning; pursuing their own passions
and starting to dream about their own futures.
He is an enthusiastic advocate of personalised,
student-centred learning. Outstanding learning
focuses on the holisitic development of the child;
their heart, their body and their mind. Mr James
is enjoying exploring Bangkok and lives with his
pet cat, Batman.

Ms.Franki
Y3B (Assistant Head of Primary

Ms Franki is beginning her 5th year at Garden
Intemational School and is continuing her role as Assistant
Head of Primary and Year 3 Teacher. She has over 10
years of teaching experience in various settings, both in
Thailand and the UK. Ms Franki is passionate about
educational growth and building confidence in students.
She believes that children should enjoy leaming and
coming to school in order to reach their potential.

Mr.Joel
Y3A

Joel has recently moved to Thailand with his
wife and three children, having previously
worked in Qatar for the past 6 years. During his
time in Qatar he taught in Year 2 and then

Year 3. He also oversaw the primary department
as Qatar History Coordinator. Prior to living and
working in Qatar, Joel lived in Manchester,
England. Joel loved living and working in Qatar
but he and his family felt they needed a new
place to explore and Thailand has been
incredibly welcoming. When Joel is not at school
he enjoys spending time with his children,
especially swimming, and when he gets time to
himself, he likes to bake, especially pizza.

Mr.Tom
Y4A

Mr. Tom has called Thailand home since 2001, with 15 of
those years dedicated to teaching at Garden International
School Bangkok, making him one of the most established
teachers at the school. With a Bachelor of Arts in Mass
Communications from the USA and a Master’s degree in
Education, Mr. Grogan brings a unique blend of knowledge,
wisdom and years of experience to the classroom. As many
of his students will attest, he is passionate about creating a
leaming environment where curiosity is encouraged, critical
thinking is nurtured, and every student feels valued. As one
of our longest serving teachers, Mr Tom has had the distinct
privilege of watching many of our students grow into
thoughtful, compassionate global citizens and claims that
this is truly one of the most rewarding parts of his career
here at Garden International School.
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Ms.Collette
Y4B
Ms Collette is from Scotland and has over 10
years of experience in Education, working in
schools in the United Kingdom and New Zealand.
She is extremely passionate about supporting
young people through their learning journey and
is excited to now be teaching in the capital city
of Thailand. Ms Collette studied Law and
Psychology at The University of Strathclyde and
later qualified as a Primary Teacher. She is
committed to fostering a safe and engaging
learning environment for all students. Outside of
the classroom, Ms Collette likes to keep active
and enjoys exploring new places with her family.

Mr.Sam
Y5B

Mr Sam is from the UK and this is his second year at
Garden and in Thailand. Previously, he has lived in
France, Spain, Malaysia and the UAE- but Thailand has
been the best so far! Outside of school, Mr Sam loves to
travel and spends the holidays exploring the world. He
also loves being active outdoors and playing sport,
particularly tennis and football. Mr Sam is looking
forward to the year at Garden and providing exciting
learning opportunities for the students.

Ms.Rebekah
Y5A

Ms. Rebekah joined the GISB Primary Team in
January 2024, as her first international teaching
post. She studied Primary Education in London,
and has 5 years of experience in teaching
children from diverse backgrounds and
communities. Her favourite things about
Bangkok so far are the warm weather, friendly
people and of course, the food.

Mr.Darren
Y5B

Mr. Darren brings over 10 years of experience to the field
of education, with a deep passion for helping students
thrive both academically and personally. Before
embarking on his teaching career, Mr. Darren studied
psychology at university, obtaining a BSC (Hons) degree,
which provided him with a strong foundation in
understanding human behavior. His expertise was further
developed through his work as a behavioural therapist in
New Zealand, where he had the privilege of working
alongside renowned psychologists from UCLA. Mr. Darren
later pursued his Postgraduate Certificate in Education
(PGCE) from the University of Greenwich, solidifying his
transition into the world of teaching. Since then, he has
been a dedicated educator at an outstanding UK school,
which also serves as a training provider for new teachers.
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Yé6B

This will be Miss Melanie's first year at Garden Intemational
School. Miss Melanie has 12 years of teaching experience she
taught in London, Hong Kong, Shanghai and The Bahamas. As
well as Miss Melanie's years of teaching experience, she has
worked as a curriculum specialist at the Head Office of Dipont
Education in Shanghai, China. Miss Melanie has a Bachelor of
Arts (Honours) in Sport, Leisure & Culture from Leeds
Metropolitan University and she received her certification in
Primary Education from University College London (UCL). Miss
Melanie has also participated in many professional
development programmes, most recently including
Intemational Baccalaureate workshops focused on the Primary
Years Programme (PYP) and student wellbeing. Football is a
great passion of Miss Melanie's and she enjoys both playing and
coaching.

Kru Yao
Thai Teacher

KruYao is a Thai teacher at Garden Intemnational School.
She has experience as a Class teacher and Thai language
teacher in both public and private schools, which allows
her to understand the differences among students and
to learn various teaching techniques. She is committed
to instilling a love for and understanding of the Thai
language in her students, enabling them to use the
language correctly and apply it in their daily lives.
Additionally, she encourages creativity and confidence
in her students, helping them to express their ideas
freely.

h™

Mr.Philip
Primary PE Teacher

Coach Phil is a dedicated PE teacher with over
15 years of experience in professional sport and
education. Having spent 8 years internationally,
and lived on three different continents, he has
gained a broad perspective on sport and
physical education. He is passionate about
football and is currently pursuing his UEFA A
Coaching License. He is very much looking
forward to the year ahead at Garden.

Kru Best
Thai Teacher

Kru Best is a Thai language teacher with a strong
passion for creating engaging and educational
experiences for her students. With around five years of
teaching experience, she is dedicated to making
learning enjoyable and effective. Currently, she is
pursuing a Master’'s degree in Educational
Administration and is always open to new ideas and
feedback to enhance her teaching methods.
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Kru Por
Thai Teacher

Kru Por is a Primary Thai teacher. She loves working with our
younger students and brings creativity, excitement and
engaging leaming in her Thai classes.

Mr.James S.
Computing Teacher

Mr. James brings a wealth of experience to our
school, with 14 vyears of teaching primary
education across Barcelona, London, Bristol, and
seven years in Thailand. This year, he will be
inspiring  students in Primary Computing,
combining his passion for technology with his
extensive background in education. Prior to
teaching, Mr. James worked as a graphic designer
in London and Cairo, which enhances his creative
approach to teaching. Outside the classroom, he
enjoys art, photography, and traveling,
constantly seeking new experiences and
perspectives to enrich his teaching practice.

SECONDARY

Ms.Monya
Head of Secondary

Ms Monya has been living in Thailand for 10 years teaching
Science to Secondary students. This will be her third year as
Head of Secondary at Garden Interational School Bangkok.
Her favourite strand of Science is Biology, she absolutely
loves leaming about living things and how they interact in
the environment. Her hobbies include reading fiction,
cycling in outdoor areas like Bang Krachao and playing with
her two cats and dog. Ms Monya is extremely excited to see
all the Secondary students at Garden grow and develop into
the best versions of themselves possible.

Ms.Duvall
History Teacher

Ms. Duvall earned a Bachelor of Arts in History Education
in December 2017 and began teaching in January 2018.
After moving to Bangkok in July 2019 to teach at Berkeley
International School, she returned to the U.S. to work at
Midwest City Middle School. Ms. Duvall is thrilled to return
to Bangkok with her cat and embark on her seventh year
of teaching at Garden International School. She looks
forward to making a positive impact within this vibrant
learning community. Bangkok feels like a second home,
and Ms. Duvall is eager to continue her journey here.
Outside of the classroom, she enjoys exploring the city,
practicing yoga, and reading.
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Ms.Roebuck

Geography Teacher

Ms. Roebuck is excited to share her passion for the
subject of Geography with students here at
Garden International School. Ms. Roebuck really
understands the value of Geography as a core
subject in becoming active global citizens for our
students. Ms. Roebuck is from Blackpool, in the
northwest of England. Ms. Roebuck started her
academic career in Geography in the city of
Liverpool in the northwest of England and since
then has not looked back. Ms. Roebuck trained to
be a teacher in Manchester, following which she
then moved to southeast London and taught
Geography at a school in Peckham for three years.
Ms Roebuck then decided to branch even further
than the UK and has since decided to settle here,
in Bangkok to discover more about our world.

Mr.Hayre
Secondary PE

Hari has been teaching Physical Education for over
20 years in both mainstream and Special Education
Needs. Hari left the UK 9 years ago and has been
teaching in China, Chiang Mai and Poland. His
hobbies include martial arts, health and nutrition
research and true history.

Ms.Lea

French First language

Léa Girier is originally from Tours, France, and
began her academic journey studying Asian
languages at Paris 7 University. After moving to
Asia, she pursued and earned both a Bachelor's
and a Master's degree in French Teaching and
Linguistics. Over the past 8 years, Léa has gained
extensive teaching experience in Wuhan, China,
Hong Kong, and Bangkok. In Bangkok, she has
worked in various institutions, including Alliance
Francaise and the United Nations. She is now
excited to bring her expertise and enthusiasm to
the students at Garden.

Ms.Christelle
French 2nd language

Ms. Christelle is native from Alsace but has been
living in Thailand for almost 18 years. She has two
children studying at Garden and loves spending
time with her family, cooking, doing yoga and
reading. She is very excited to teach French for
non-native speakers and aims to bring more fun
into the learning and make this second Language
more alive and used as a more spontaneous way of
communication amongst students.
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Mr.Ismail
Business Teacher

Adil Ismail is an accomplished educator with nearly a
decade of experience specialising in Economics and
Business. Holding a Bachelor of Science in Economics
from North Dakota State University and a Teaching
Certificate in Secondary Education from Morland
University, Adil has demonstrated his expertise in
both IGCSE and A-Level curricula across a variety of
international settings, including Thailand, Mexico,
Egypt, and Vietnam. Known for his innovative
teaching methods, Adil excels in creating engaging,
student-centered learning environments that foster
critical thinking and real-world application of
complex concepts. His commitment to continuous
learning and cultural adaptability has enabled him to
effectively reach diverse student populations,
consistently helping them achieve academic success.

Mr.Cardiff
ADT Teacher (Head of Sixth Form)

Mr Cardiff is thrilled to be leading the Sixth Form
whilst celebrating his 9th year here at Garden. This
will be his 23rd year of teaching overall, after having
also previously taught in China and several schools in
the UK. His favourite hobbies include; travelling,
cooking and supporting Newcastle United!

Ms.Omirinde
General Science

Ms Omirinde is a dedicated and qualified Secondary
Science Teacher with a strong track record of creating
inclusive classroom environments, developing innovative
curricula, and supporting both the academic and pastoral
growth of students. Her teaching experience spans diverse
settings, including a multicultural schools in Bangkok and
several institutions in London and Essex, where she has
successfully taught students across various ability levels.
Her passion for science is driven by its relevance and
application in everyday life, and she is committed to
helping students develop a deep understanding and
enthusiasm for the subject, equipping them with essential
skills for lifelong success. In addition to her teaching, she
is an avid enthusiast of creative pursuits such as
photography, painting, drawing, and singing. She is excited
about joining Garden International School, as she believes
the school’s caring approach to students' learning and
ethos aligns with her educational philosophy and passion
for science.

Mr.Abrams
Chemistry Teacher

Mr Abrams' path to education wasn't linear, but it was
enriching. His academic foundation began with a B.Sc. in
Chemistry from the University of Manchester. Following
a different path for a time, he gained valuable
experience working within the National Health Service
and as an Account Manager in central London. However,
a passion for science ultimately lead him to pursue a
PGCE in Education from Liverpool Hope University. For
the past three years, I've had the privilege of teaching in
the UK, before returning to Thailand in 2023. I'm excited
to bring my enthusiasm for science and my experience
working with diverse learners to Garden International
School Bangkok.
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Mr.Jamie
EAL Support

Mr. Jamie is from a place called Trim, Co.Meath in Ireland
and moved to Thailand in 2022 with his partner who works in
another school here in Sathorn. He moved to Thailand after
coming on holiday in 2019 and decided to move in 2022. Mr.
Jamie has been in Thailand for two years as an English
Specialist Teacher in Assumption College Primary in Sathorn.
He is excited to work in GISB as an EAL specialist as it is his
first position in an International School setting. Mr. Jamie is
excited to learn about a more holistic approach to education
in an International School and also getting to know the range
of interesting students and teachers that make up the Garden
family. He is interested in all the events (particularly
sporting) that the school has planned for the upcoming
academic year and hopes to take part in many of them.

Mr. Jamie's hobbies include traveling around Thailand and
other parts of Asia, trying to get a local football jersey from
each place to add to his collection. He is also interested in all
things food and likes to do cookery courses as well as testing
his spice levels.

Kru Gai
Thai Teacher

Kru Gai has experience of teaching in an
International School for 12 years. She enjoys
leading the Thai team and being part of the
Garden Bangkok community.

Mr Williams

EAL Support
Mr Paul is beginning his first year at Garden International

School and his first year in Thailand. He brings a wealth
of experience in all things English language. He studied
at the University of Liverpool where he obtained his
Bachelor’s Degree in English and Modern History and also
specialises in Teaching English as a Foreign Language. Mr
Paul has had an extensive career so far, teaching English
in Abu Dhabi and Madrid as well as being the Library
Services Manager in the north west of the UK. Mr Paul
has moved to Thailand with his wife and son and is
looking forward to exploring Thailand.

Ms. Hubbard
English Teacher

Ms. Hubbard began her teaching career in her hometown
in South Wales, where she spent two years teaching
Secondary English. Seeking new experiences and
challenges, she decided to broaden her horizons by
teaching abroad. Now in her second year at Garden, Ms.
Hubbard continues to bring her passion for literature to
her students. Outside of the classroom, she loves
dancing, especially ballet and contemporary.
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Ms.Mclean
Art Teacher

Ms Mclean is a dedicated Art and Photography
teacher with 11 years of experience, now in her
4th year in Thailand. Before teaching, she worked
as a graphic designer in the UK, Australia, and
New York. Her passion for promoting the arts and
fostering learning led her to the classroom, where
she continues to inspire her students. Outside of
teaching, Eimear enjoys Thailand's rich culture,
food, and travel opportunities. Eimear also values
a balanced lifestyle, practicing yoga, spending
time with friends, and painting whenever
possible.

Mr.Milton
Mathematics Teacher

Mr Milton originally worked as a financial
analyst for ten years before becoming a
teacher. He taught in Britain, Japan, and
Vietnam before coming to Thailand. He
enjoys the outdoors, the beach, and relaxing
with friends.

Mr.Brunton
Position Physics Teacher

Mr Brunton taught Physics for many years in the
UK and is now in his 4th year here at Garden. He
was Head of Physics at Glasgow Academy for 15
years prior to moving to ANS school in Bangkok
where he taught for 2 years. He enjoys the food
and culture here in Thailand and | play squash
and golf in my spare time.

Ms.Francisco
English and Drama Teacher

Ms Francisco has over 14 years of teaching
experience, beginning her career in Singapore.
Drawn by her passion for culture and travel, she
transitioned to international education and is now
in her third year at GISB. She deeply values the
strong sense of community at GISB and brings a
wealth of global experience to her role. As a
parent of a three-year-old daughter, Ms. Francisco
enjoys exploring Bangkok through a family-oriented
lens, though she still relishes discovering new
shopping spots and hidden culinary gems. Her
professional expertise, coupled with her personal
warmth and curiosity, makes her a dynamic and
valued leader at GISB.
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Mr.Flook
Humanities

Richard Flook is from Bournemouth in the UK, but
has lived and taught in Thailand for 15 years. At
Plymouth University he studied History and
International Relations. After a year of TESL in a
Thai school, he fell in love with teaching and
Thailand, so he returned to the UK to complete
his PGCE at The University of Gloucestershire,
London Campus. He has previously worked at
St.Andrews International School and Norwich
International School in Thailand.

Mr.Cohen
Computer Science Teacher

Mr Cohen is an American teacher, with
experience  teaching secondary  computer
science/ICT and other subjects. After teaching
abroad for seven years, he is enjoying exploring
Bangkok. His ICT/computer science lessons have
included Vex robotics, programming, and Scratch
and he has designed lessons and taught robot and
Python coding workshops for international school
students. He is enjoying getting to know the
Garden community.

Mr.Lambert
Biology and Science Teacher

Upon leaving school Mr Lambert joined the family
business, but after several years realised that this was
more 'job' than ‘career'. Thus, he went to university as
a mature student, studying Biology followed by
teacher training. He taught in the UK in Luton before
deciding that international teaching was what he
really wanted to do. He has been overseas for the last
30 years, spending most of that time in Kuwait. He
moved to Bangkok in 2020 and feels very at home
here, as not only is this a wonderful country and city
to live and work in, but Garden Bangkok is a very
special school. Family, health and fitness, and the
opportunity to travel provides the other aspect of the
great work-life balance he has here.

Mr Berryman
Mathematics Teacher

Mr. Jamie is from a place called Trim, Co.Meath in Ireland and moved to
Thailand in 2022 with his partner who works in another school here in
Sathom. He moved to Thailand after coming on holiday in 2019 and
decided to move in 2022. Mr. Jamie has been in Thailand for two years
as an English Specialist Teacher in Assumption College Primary in
Sathom. He is excited to work in GISB as an EAL specialist as it is his first
position in an Intemational School setting. Mr. Jamie is excited to leam
about a more holistic approach to education in an Intemational School
and also getting to know the range of interesting students and teachers
that make up the Garden family. He is interested in all the events
(particularly sporting) that the school has planned for the upcoming
academic year and hopes to take part in many of them. Mr. Jamies
hobbies include traveling around Thailand and other parts of Asia, trying
to get a local foothall jersey from each place to add to his collection. He
is also interested in all things food and likes to do cookery courses as well
as testing his spice levels.



SPECIALISTS

Ms.Brittany
Inclusion Coordinator

Brittany Black is an experienced
educator with a teaching career
beginning in 2009. She has taught in
diverse educational settings in
Canada, China, Myanmar and
Thailand. Currently in her third year
at Garden International School,
Brittany holds both a B.Ed and an
M.Ed and is currently advancing her
expertise through an MSc in
Psychology. With a passion for
inclusive education and a
commitment to student growth, she
is excited to embark on another
school year, looking forward to
connecting with new and familiar
faces.

Ms.Lydia
Mandarin Teacher

Ms. Lee is from Xi’an, P.R. China
and has been teaching Mandarin at
Garden International for 18 years.
She previously taught at
international schools in China
before moving to Thailand to
broaden her horizons and get
further experience in a lively
multinational learning environment.
She has always felt privileged to
work as an educator as well as
enjoying the  experience  of
belonging to a cosmopolitan family
of friendly teachers and motivated
young students from all corners of
the world.
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Mr.Georgie
Drama Specialist

Mr Georgie has had a passion for the
performing arts since childhood,
performing in  many shows. After
completing his drama qualifications in
Oxford, he discovered his love of teaching
when he toured UK secondary schools with
PSHE inspired drama workshops. Mr
Georgie has taught students from 2 years
old to adults and has also directed plays,
both in the UK and abroad. His wealth of
experience has greatly developed the
drama programme at Garden, raising the
profile and developing performance skills
and confidence in our students. In his
spare time, Mr Georgie enjoys walking his
three dogs and a spot of fishing by the sea.
Mr Georgie’s favourite things about living
in Thailand are dining on softshell crab
and meeting local artists.

Ms.Dearbhla
Primary Music Teacher
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Mr.Kelman
Music Teacher

Mr. Kelman has a rich background in
international education, having spent
almost a decade teaching in Asia,
starting in China, then Myanmar, and
finally here in Thailand. A graduate of
Huddersfield University, Mr. Kelman
furthered his qualifications with a PGCE
from Sunderland University. Passionate
about music education, he is excited to
dive into another year of inspiring
students through the universal language
of music.

Miss Dearbhla is back for a third year at Garden
and is looking forward to seeing all of her amazing
pupils again. She is especially excited to see the
amazing performances planned for this year. Miss
Dearbhla likes writing, singing and swimming. She
loves living in Thailand because of the delicious
food and (mostly) sunny weather!



