
Embracing Respect: The Core Value for This Half Term

As we embark on this half term, it's the perfect opportunity to focus on one of our
fundamental core values: respect. In a diverse, multicultural environment like ours,
respect is more than just a principle—it’s the glue that binds our community together
and enhances our shared educational experience.

What is Respect?
Respect involves recognising the worth of others and treating them with consideration
and honor. It encompasses valuing diverse perspectives, acknowledging others' rights,
and behaving in a way that reflects kindness and fairness. Respect is not merely about
politeness; it’s about fostering a genuine appreciation for the dignity of every
individual.

WELCOME TO ISSUE 2!

It brings me great pleasure to share
this fortnight’s learning and activities
from across the school with you. The
last two weeks have been filled with
wonderful learning opportunities for
our students both inside, and outside
the classroom. It was also wonderful
to connect with our parent
community in our first Principal’s
Coffee Morning as well as our Parent
Ambassador Team Meeting. 
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Respect

Be Mindful of Personal Space

Be Inclusive

Follow School Rules

Help Others

Learn About Other Cultures

Listen Actively

Respect Differences

Use Polite Language



EXPLORING CREATIVITY  
EARLY YEARS TEXTILE CLASS

In an engaging journey through the world of textiles,
young learners in our Early Years Textile Class have
embraced creativity over the past three weeks. 
From the delicate intricacies of weaving to the vibrant
patterns of threading, students have explored a variety of
materials and methods. Their artistic endeavors have
resulted in a stunning array of woven pieces and threaded
creations, each showcasing their unique imaginations and
newfound skills.

The class introduced the basics of textile manipulation and
also fostered a sense of accomplishment and confidence
among the young artists. As the program continues this
term, it promises to cultivate further artistic expression
and a deeper appreciation for the art of textiles.



FIRST SCHOOL - NURSERY B
This week Nursery B has been learning all about feelings and emotions, and
we found the perfect book called The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas. After
reading the storybook and watching the animation, the children were
inspired to make their very own colour monster collage reflecting on their
mood. They used a range of collage materials; felt tip pens, crayons, googly
eyes, bottle tops, pipe cleaner, feathers, pasta etc, depicting their
creativity and imagination skills by gluing and sticking!



PRIMARY SCHOOL - YEAR 4
Over the past couple of weeks, our Year 4 students have been hard at work mastering
the art of non-chronological reports. This week, they completed this learning journey
by creating their very own reports on their favourite animals.

The students spent the last few days diving deep into research, utilising GetEpic to
read a variety of books to gather fascinating facts about their chosen animals. Equipped
with their notes and new knowledge, they then compiled their findings into
comprehensive reports.

By Friday, our budding writers had successfully brought all their hard work together,
showcasing their research and writing skills. Mr Tom and Mrs Collette are eagerly
looking forward to reading the students non-chronological reports, so we thought it
would be amazing to celebrate their success with our Garden family!



PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECA
Little Engineers ECA has been a truly exciting and rewarding experience for our
students. Over the past weeks, they have been challenged to think outside the box,
using their cognitive skills, not only to build impressively tall towers, but also to design
and construct structures that are both strong and stable. The focus wasn’t just on
height but on creating balanced, resilient creations that could withstand various tests.
The students worked together, sharing ideas and problem-solving strategies, which
helped them to develop important collaborative skills. Their creativity was put to the
test as they experimented with different materials and designs, and their critical
thinking was honed as they evaluated and refined their constructions. The results have
been outstanding, with students demonstrating significant growth in their ability to
work as a team, think critically, and approach problems with innovative solutions.



PRIMARY SCHOOL - HOUSE CAPTAINS

After preparing and delivering their inspiring speeches during assembly, the new
Primary House Captains have now been elected by their peers in a very close vote.
These dedicated students are excited to take on their new roles and can’t wait to get
started. They're eager to lead their houses with enthusiasm, representing the values of
our school and making a positive impact on the school community. Well done to
everyone involved!



DRAMA - PRIMARY AND SECONDARY

Lights, camera, action! It's 'curtains up' on our whole school drama programme. 

In Primary, the children have been exploring their exciting topics through confidence
building theatre activities, mini scripts, and storyboard tableau. It has been wonderful
to see pupils adding lines and improvising movement to their mini-scripts; bringing
personality, creativity and shared ideas to their completed performances.

Our focus in Secondary has been on an introduction to key theatre vocabulary and
script writing. Students have been sharing ideas and exploring creative techniques that
can add depth to their characters in our 'situational emoted moment' activity. Students
in Secondary have shown great collaboration skills and we are very excited to see the
final performance pieces next week.



SECONDARY SCHOOL - YEAR 8
Ask almost anyone from Generation Z or Generation Alpha to define the word ‘filter’
and they will immediately link it to social media. Since its invention in 2011 and after
going viral in 2015, there have been several opinions floating around concerning the
issue – be it good or bad. This week, Year 8s took their opinions to the debate about
the use of filters, each one expressing their beliefs about how detrimental the use of
filters are to a person. After a much heated discussion with strong claims and even
stronger evidence used to support these claims, the verdict is still out there. You might
just want to stop a Year 8 and discuss this with them, if you dare.



SECONDARY SCHOOL - YEAR 11
Study hard. Work hard. Play hard. The first two are familiar phrases that a Year 11
would have, and will hear, throughout this year but ‘play hard’? The Year 11s have
debunked this myth by moving away from their written work this week and in place,
delivered a speech on why their pet hates should be banned to Room 101 (in reference
to Orwell’s 1984). Emotions ran high as they enthusiastically persuaded their audience
to get rid of obnoxious people, pollution and yes, the koel bird that goes ‘ooh-woo’
when you’re trying to sleep. However, this was not just done in isolation; they must
now use these persuasive methods in their IGCSE English Language coursework. If they
do as successful a job writing as they did speaking, it will make marking a breeze!



20th September INSET (Staff Training) Day - No students

26th September Principal’s Coffee Morning

7th-11th
October

International Week - Whole School

393 375 287 473

DATES FOR THE DIARY

WEEKLY HOUSE POINT TOTALS

Garden International has a thriving House System which sees each pupil and staff member join
one of the four teams: Gecko, Eagle, Cobra and Tiger. This system is particularly exceptional
due to the long and rich history within our school. New members of the school community are
allocated to a House which they remain in for the duration of their time at school. This system
brings children from Nursery to Sixth Form together along with healthy competitive spirit and
enjoyment. 

The House Event Calendar features a diverse range of activities and competitions such as table
tennis, trivia and entrepreneurial tournaments that allow the children to express their
creative, academic and sporting skills. Our House System is truly inclusive. Our House
Competitions are being prepared and we are excited to share these with you!

Each House has two Captains, one from Primary and one from Secondary, both elected by
members of each house respectively. The Captains are role models and undertake challenging
responsibilities that require them to use their advanced problem solving skills. Their leadership
is also deemed important to elevate team spirit, and collaboration between teachers is
pivotal.


