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~ T y/ WELCOME TO ISSUE 4
It brings me great pleasure to share
this fortnight’s learning and activities
G‘ from across the school with you.
&) Thank you to those parents who
\ attended this month’s  Coffee
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" workshop on Positive Behaviour:A

‘a, A positive. Next month we will host

4 ‘@ i* another workshop - more information
e to follow!

As we reach the end of our first half term, | want to take a moment to reflect on the
incredible journey we've embarked on together. It has been a period filled with
enthusiasm, growth, and remarkable achievements.

From the moment our students walked through the gates in August, their energy has
been contagious. We've seen them thrive in classrooms that encourage curiosity and
creativity, with engaging lessons that spark their interest and passion for learning. Our
extracurricular activities have also flourished, showcasing the diverse talents of our
student body. From rehearsing for our upcoming productions in Primary and Secondary
to sports competitions, it’s clear that our community values collaboration and
excellence.

| am particularly proud of how our students have embraced our core values of respect,
integrity, care, enquiry, resilience, and reflection. These principles are not just words
on a wall; they are lived out daily in our interactions.

Thank you to our dedicated teachers and staff for their unwavering commitment, and
to our parents for your continuous support. Together, we are building a nurturing
environment where every student can shine.



'RECEPTION A

The reception children embarked on a wet and wonderful journey
as they explored the topic, under the sea. They used their
imagination to take on their roles as Deep Sea Divers and
submerged into the Pacific Ocean in a big, yellow Submarine.

The children showed a great interest is discovering what animals
lived under the sea and were enthusiastic to find out facts about
them. They presented detailed and creative descriptions of who
and what was down under. We used expressive arts and design to
recreate some of these.

The children enhanced their critical thinking skills and engaged in
a debate about which modes of transport were suitable to travel
across the ocean and were able to share personal and familiar
family experiences that they have had on water transport.
Through hands- on exploration, the children conducted simple
experiments on observing how objects float or sink, to understand
buoyancy.

To end the topic, the children received a letter from Kirt the Turt
who had a special mission for us! We learnt about the importance
of protecting ocean life and demonstrated simple actions we
could take to help, like reducing plastic waste. We made Save the
Turtle Posters to spread awareness and will be putting them up
around the school!




FIRST SCHOOL - YEAR 1B

As part of this term's topic on Toys, the students tapped into their
creativity and imagination by crafting toys using junk modeling
and recycled materials. Before building their toys, we engaged in
discussions and designs, allowing each child to share their ideas.
Once the toys were completed, the students participated in a
Show and Tell, where they explained what they made, the
materials they used, and highlighted the best feature of their
creations. This activity not only fostered their creativity but also
enhanced their speaking and critical thinking skills.
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PRIMARY
YEAR 5 ART: THE SOLAR SYSTEM

This term, Year 5A have been developing skills
in  sketching, painting, collage and
composition, using the solar system as
inspiration.

Sketching

. The children began practising different
shading techniques to give the effect of light
on a 3D object, and used this skill to sketch
planets of the solar system.

|| Painting

| The children experimented with mixing their
own space inspired colour palette, drawing
inspiration from works of art.

Collage

The children collaborated to create a vibrant
solar system collage, working with contrasting
colours and textures.

Their final piece will utilise different skills and
art mediums to plan and create their own
solar system composition.




SECONDARY - YEAR 8

In Global Perspectives, Year 8 have been learning about Ecosystems and
Biodiversity Loss while also developing their online research and presentation skills
using Google Slides. Over the last couple of weeks they have developed their own
research question on the topic of ecosystem and biodiversity loss and then used
their internet research skills to identify the causes, consequences, different
perspectives such as global and national, and then developed a conclusion with
potential solutions. This week they all did a fantastic job presenting in front of the
class their great work. With effective slides that used short bullet point text and
supporting pictures to engage and inform the audience, they proudly showed what
they have learned. Although some had some nerves, they spoke confidently and
used their voice and body language well to emphasise information. Well done to

the Year 8 Global Perspective students.




SECONDARY - YEAR 10

Year 10 in Physics, learning about the difference between Mass and Weight.
You can become weightless in Space where there is negligible gravity, but your
mass will not change as it is a measure of the amount of material in your body.
On earth we measure our weight by multiplying our mass (in kilograms) by the
gravitational field strength; which is 10 Newtons for every kilogram. Pupils are

using Newton Spring Balances to measure the weight of various masses.




SECONDARY - YEAR 12

Year 12 Biologists carried out one of their

set practicals this week by making a serial
. dilution of a chemical in solution. This
requires them to mix a solution of known
concentration with a fixed amount of
water, to progressively reduce its
concentration. Students blended raw
potato with distilled water and then
strained it through a muslin cloth to
extract a catalase enzyme solution from
the potato cells. Catalase breaks down the
highly toxic chemical, hydrogen peroxide
in our body cells, producing ‘harmless’
oxygen and water. In the lab, this reaction
produces a thick foam of oxygen bubbles
which can be measured. By comparing the
amount of foam that is evolved by a known
concentration of catalase, students were
able to calculate its concentration in an
unknown catalase solution.




SECONDARY

ART STUDIO SHINES
IN THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

The art studio is buzzing with creativity
as students from KS3-5 dive into a
range of exciting projects. Year 9 has
been inspired by Keith Haring, crafting
large A1 drawings that express their
views on art in context. Soon, they’ll
bring these works to life by transferring
them to the school playground using
chalk. IGCSE Year 10s are off to a
strong start with beautiful tonal studies
and engaging workshop lessons, while
Year 11s are hard at work on their
coursework. In Year 12, stunning
photography is emerging, and the Year
13 students are taking on exceptional
research projects, producing large-
scale paintings and experimental works
inspired by their chosen artists. Ms.
McClean couldn’t be prouder of the
talent and dedication shown by all her
students!
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SECONDARY HOUSE CAPTAINS
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We are thrilled to announce the newly elected Secondary house
captains for the 2024-2025 academic year. Congratulations to Emily
in Tiger, Claudia in Cobra, Anastasia in Eagle, and Kasumi in Gecko.

After a spirited campaign filled with inspiring speeches and
enthusiastic support from their peers, these student leaders are set
to enhance school spirit and foster a sense of community among all
students.

The captains will work closely with teachers and fellow students to
organise events and initiatives throughout the year. We look forward
to an exciting year ahead filled with camaraderie, competition, and
community spirit! Let’s support our new captains as they embark on
this rewarding journey.




DIVE INTO PYTHON WITH
EDUBLOCKS!!

Our Year 5 and 6 students have been buzzing with excitement in their Primary
Computing lessons as they embark on an exciting journey into the world of
programming. This term, they’ve been introduced to the programming language
Python through a fantastic tool called EduBlocks, which cleverly bridges the gap
between block-based coding and traditional Python script.

EduBlocks has provided our budding programmers with an intuitive platform to
transition smoothly from visual blocks to actual code. This hands-on approach
not only makes learning to code more engaging but also deepens their
understanding of programming concepts.

" = ——— 7 Highlights of Their Learning Journey

Code Partners: Students have teamed
up with code partners to tackle coding
challenges. Working collaboratively has
been a key aspect of their learning
process, fostering teamwork and
enhancing problem-solving skills.
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User Input: They’ve explored how to
create interactive programmes by
incorporating user input. This has
empowered them to design applications
that respond to user commands, making
their coding projects more dynamic and
personalised.

Data Types: Understanding data types is
crucial in programming, and our
students have been busy learning about
: integers, strings, and other data types.
i | !'J ‘ ; ‘! . They’ve applied this knowledge to
" p— - : —— ensure  their  programmes  handle
information accurately and efficiently.

Turtle Function: One of the highlights
has been using the Turtle function. This
fun and creative tool allows students to
draw and animate shapes, helping them
grasp programming concepts while
=== cCreating visually appealing projects.



DIVE INTO PYTHON WITH
EDUBLOCKS!!

Our Year 5 and 6 students have shown impressive enthusiasm and creativity in
their coding projects. It’s been inspiring to watch them problem-solve and bring
their ideas to life through coding. We look forward to seeing how their skills
continue to grow and can’t wait to share more updates on their progress in
future newsletters.

Keep up the great work, everyone!




THE GARDEN CORE VALUES
AMBASSADORS AWARD

This year we launched our Garden International School Core Values. We believe
that shared values are more than just words; they are the guiding principles that
shape our behaviour, decisions and interactions. Our core values of Respect,
Integrity, Care, Enquiry, Resilience and Reflection are becoming embedded into
all aspects of our school culture and community.

From Year 2-6, one student from each year level will be identified each week as
an individual who stands as a Values Ambassador. This is a prestigious
achievement, awarded in recognition of modelling our Core Values and a
commitment to upholding our Guiding Statements.

We are delighted to announce and celebrate the Values Ambassadors for week 7
and 8. They have each been awarded a special certificate from the Principal,
gained additional House Points and hold the privilege of eating lunch with friends
in the newly designated 'VIP Values Area' in the canteen.

We look forward to acknowledging further students over the course of the year
ahead.

Week Year Values Core Value Week Values Core Value
Level Ambassador demonstrated Ambassador demonstrated
Y2 Kamol Respect Miles Respect
Y3 Isaac Respect Ollie Respect
Y4 Nana Respect Dev Respect
Y5 Leo Respect ShaSha Integrity
Y6 Jumpei Respect Posh Resilience




DATES FOR THE DIARY

7-11 October

International Week - our first whole-school
event of the year!

7 October GBAC U11 Basketball

8 October GBAC U19 Basketball

11 October Parent Events for International Week
11 October Last day of the first half term (Term 1.1)

12-23 October

Half Term Break

24 October

Back to School (Term 1.2)

WEEKLY HOUSE POINT TOTALS

1053 1398 924

Well Done Tigers!



